Rent increases

Notes

What rent is charged should be one of the matters dealt with by tenancy agreements - which may specify both the rent at the outset of the tenancies and increases to which the parties agree to during the course of tenancies. Where rent increases have been specified, rents may be increased in line with what has been agreed without further ado.

Likewise, it is open to landlords to increase the rent that has previously been charged when issuing a new fixed term tenancy agreement, even if this is to the same tenant whose previous tenancy has expired.

However, in the case of continuing periodic tenancies, landlords who wish to increase rents must first issuing Section 13(2) (Housing Act 1988) notices in the prescribed form. This gives tenants the option and the opportunity, should they so wish, to appeal to a Rent Assessment Committee.
The form that should be used has been amended since the 1988 Act, the relevant piece of legislation now being the Assured Tenancies and Agricultural Occupancies (Forms) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2003 (http://www.opsi.gov.uk/SI/si2003/uksi_20030260_en.pdf) .
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